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Adopt America Network Success Story

Bringing together two families to blend into
one can be a tough job, but Mark and Ann
have had the opportunity to experience the
joyous outcomes a situation like a blended
family can bring.

Yet, even afterthey were settled, theyrealized
they wanted to add another family member
and open their hearts to a child who needed
a home; they decided to explore the idea of
adopting a child from the
United States foster care
system.

In their search for an
adoption agency, they
asked family friends that
had experience with
adopting.

“We asked for advice
and guidance, and both
families referred us to
Adopt America Network
as the agency who
handled their adoptions.
We had no idea of the
process or what to expect and Adopt
America helped us with every detaill” said
Ann.

Their daughter, Jessica, was 15 years old
when she entered the foster care system.
Jessica’s father died when she was 12 and her
mother was terminally ill from complications
of diabetes.

“For several years, Jessica had been shuffled
from family member to family member, and
in September 2015 she was removed and
placed into foster care,” said Ann.

Jessica had even expressed that she never
thought she would be adopted because she
was too old.

“Our first impression of Jessica was of a
beautiful, shy young woman who was eager
to please and who just wanted to be loved.
We metatarestaurantwith Jessica’sadoption
worker, and by the end of the meal all of us
knew that we were a perfect fit for Jessical

She actually asked how
' ' soon she could move in!”
said Ann.
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Since finding her forever

family, Jessica has
expressed over and over
again  that she never

thought she would be
adopted because of her
age. Despite her past, she
has thrown herself whole
heartedlyinto becoming
a family member.

“She almost immediately
starting calling us ‘Mom’
and ‘Pops,’ even though we encouraged
her to take her time and grieve the loss of her
biological mother.”

Since moving in, they have seen Jessica’s
confidence grow and herself-image improve!

Ann says, “We love her as much as if she
had been with us since birth. We look
forward to her graduation, wedding, and the
grandchildren she will one day give us!”

Adoption brought their daughter into their
family and gave Jessica a place to callhomel!
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Adopt America Network’s Mission

Adopt America Network is a private 501(c)(3) adoption exchange. Our mission is to improve
the lives of adoptable children in United States foster care by placing them with permanent,
loving families. Adopt America Network uses a national network of public agencies, private
agencies, and volunteer adoption specialists. We focus on helping place children with
special needs—those who have been abused or neglected, have medical, physical, and/
or emotional challenges, are of minority heritage, have siblings, or are school age or older.

Adopt America Network provides the following services: recruitment of adoptive families,
pre-service training, home study assessment, matching services, child and family mentoring,
counseling, and post-placement supervision and support.
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